
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Aaron Nett, Pastor: 320-468-6033, frnett@midco.net 
Deacon Craig Korver: 320-468-6033, dcncraigkorver@gmail.com 
Deacon Leo Wehseler: DeaconLeoWehseler@outlook.com 
St. John/Holy Cross Office: 320-360-9720, ltthesing@hotmail.com 
St. Joseph/St. Michael Office: 320-468-6033, stjoes@midco.net 

March 30, 2025 
4th SUNDAY OF LENT 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
 

TUESDAY 
   7:00 p.m. – St. John Nepomuk Lastrup 
WEDNESDAY 
   8:00 a.m. – Holy Cross Harding 
THURSDAY 
   7:00 a.m. – St. Michael’s Buckman 
FRIDAY 
   9:00 a.m. – St. Joseph’s Pierz 
SATURDAY 
   4:00 p.m. – St. John Nepomuk Lastrup 
   6:00 p.m. – Holy Cross Harding  
SUNDAY 
   8:00 a.m. – St. Michael’s Buckman 
   10:00 a.m. – St. Joseph’s Pierz 
 

**See inside cover for any changes for the upcoming week 
 

 

 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
 

SATURDAY: 3:30 p.m. St John Nepomuk Lastrup 
SUNDAY: 7:30 a.m. St. Michael’s Buckman 
Confession Times: *30 minutes before Pierz, Harding and Lastrup 
weekday Masses, 30 minutes after Buckman Mass, and by appt. 
*First Weekend of the Month: After 6 p.m. Mass at Holy Cross 
Harding and after 10 a.m. Mass at St Joseph’s Pierz 

FATHER FRANCIS XAVIER PIERZ 
AREA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 



Emergency Contact: If you have an 
emergency and need a priest, please call 
the parish office at 320-468-6033 and 
press 1. 
 

Incense Schedule: Incense will be used 
at the following Masses: The 1st weekend 
of the month at 4 p.m. in Lastrup and 8 
a.m. in Buckman and the 2nd weekend of 
the month at 6 p.m. in Harding and 10 
a.m. in Pierz, at Adoration, 40 hour 
Devotion, Solemnities and Feast days. 
 

` 
 
                                         THE OFFERING OF INCENSE 
Dear Friends, 
     The tradition of using incense for worship runs deep in our Faith tradition. Incense was used in the Old 
Testament as the priest offered sacrifice for sins on behalf of the people. Incense is referenced several times 
in the scriptures. “From the farthest east to the farthest west, my name is honored among the nations and 
everywhere a sacrifice of incense is offered to my name, and a pure offering too, since my name is honored 
among the nations.” (Malachi 1:11) 

     In a culture that has in many ways lost a sense of Almighty God, our worship at the Holy Mass is meant to bring a sense of 
wonder, awe, love, and reverence due to our Father and Creator, who is mystery and hidden from our eyes. On the holy 
“Mountain of Transfiguration” the Father spoke to Peter, James and John from a cloud. “Then from the cloud came a voice that 
said, ‘This is my chosen Son; listen to him.’” (Luke 9:35) In faith we “believe without seeing.” 
     As we worship with a body and soul, we enter into the mystery of faith using our senses. We use our eyes, ears, touch, smell 
and even our taste. Not only does the mysterious smoke symbolize the prayers of the faithful drifting up to God, incense actually 
creates the ambiance of heaven. “From the angel’s hand the smoke of the incense went up before God, and with it the prayers of 
God’s people” (Rev. 8:3-5). When we smell incense, we might be reminded of the holiness of God, the sweetness of God, the 
presence of God. 
     The Magi bring incense as an offering to Christ himself, and whenever Christ or the apostles go up to the Temple to pray, their 
prayers ascend to God along with the smoke of the incense. “May my prayers rise up to you like incense.” (Psalm 141:2) 
     The offering of incense is not only meant to aid us in worship, it is a sign of honor, reverence and respect to our Almighty God 
whom we owe our best offering each Sunday at Mass, and in everything that we have and are. 

                        God bless you, Father Aaron 
Notes: 
*We will begin to use incense on a regular schedule each month in our ACC. Considering that there are individuals with a 
sensitivity to incense, we will only use it on two of the Masses each weekend on the first two weekends of the month. The first 
weekend of the month, we will have incense at the 4pm and 8am Masses, and the second weekend we will have incense at the 
6pm and 10am Masses. It will also be used on major Solemnities and Feast days such as; Holy Thursday, Easter, Christmas, 
Immaculate Conception, etc. Please keep in mind that the incense we will use is “allergy sensitive” incense, which has a lighter 
composure. 
*Thank you to all who participated in and helped with the parish mission with Father Joseph! He gave inspiring talks and we had 
great times of Adoration and Confession. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 1 – APRIL 6 

 

Tuesday, April 1 
7:00 p.m. Lastrup            +Dorothy & John Schraut 
Wednesday, April 2 
8:00 a.m. Harding           +Lewis Woitalla  
7-8p.m. Buckman            Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursday, April 3 
7:00 a.m. Buckman          St. Michael’s Catholic United Financial Members 
10:00 a.m. Villa               +Kurt Schomer 
Friday, April 4 – HT School Mass: Mrs. Radunz’s 1st Grade Class 
8:00 a.m. Pierz                 Prayers for Our Nation (Prayer Service) 
9:00 a.m. Pierz                 Kenny Funk  (Bishop Neary Concelebrating) 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Pierz         Eucharistic Adoration   
6-8 p.m. Buckman            Adoration & Stations of the Cross 
6-8 p.m. Lastrup               Adoration & Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, April 5 

4:00 p.m. Lastrup            +Carol & Wilfred Hoheisel 
6:00 p.m. Harding           +Galen Matlock 
Sunday, April 6 

8:00 a.m. Buckman         For the people of the parishes 
10:00 a.m. Pierz              +Dorothy & John Schraut 
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR, FATHER AARON NETT 

Pierz & Buckman Office Hours: 
Located in Pierz. Mon, Tue, Thurs. 8:30 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Wednesday & Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Lastrup & Harding Office Hours:  
Call 320-360-9720 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: St Joseph Pierz – Fridays 10 a.m.-6 p.m., St. Michael Buckman – Wednesdays 7-8 p.m. 
and the 2nd Wednesday of each month from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Holy Cross Harding – Blessed Sacrament Chapel always open 

*Stations of the Cross: On Fridays 
during Lent, there will be Adoration w/ 
Benediction at 6 p.m. followed by 
Stations of the Cross at 7 p.m. Please see 
bulletin for locations. 



*FRIDAY, APRIL 4 at 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross: 
Servers: Ellie Thomsen & Zac Gall 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5 at 4:00 p.m. 
Lector: Faye Diederich 
Servers: Zac Gall 
Ushers: Ron & Barb Specker  
E. Minister (Choir): Allen Reideman 
Rosary: Faye Diederich 
Sacristan: Mark Loidolt 
 

Weekday Mass Lector for April: Faye Diederich 
 

GAMING COMMITTEE MEETING: Tuesday, April 8th after 
the 7 p.m. Mass. 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Adoration Friday night, April 4th 
at 6 PM followed by Stations at 7pm at St. John’s Lastrup.  
 

BAR BINGO NEWS: Come to the Fisch House in Lastrup to 
play bingo every Monday evening at 5:30 p.m. Please come and 
join us for a fun evening. The jackpot numbers will be posted 
online and at the Fisch House and also on their Facebook page. 
St. John’s gaming #02115. 
 

ST. JOHN NEPOMUK WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP: 
*Saturday, March 22nd: Adult env. $935.00, Adult loose 
$230.00, Children env. $2.00, Children loose $2.00. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Mass attendance March 22nd Saturday: 172 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR LASTRUP & HARDING: 
Colleen Hayes, Tom Dukowitz, Sara Hanneken, Paul Hoheisel, 
Ayden Boser, Jeremy Girtz, Olivia Waldorf, Pat (Rod) Boser, 
Alice Matlock, Rhys Boser, Doris Weiss, Mary Ann Schomer, 
Ione Hoskins, Gerard Virnig, Donny Schommer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5 at 6:00 p.m. 

Lector: Sheila Rudolph 
Servers: Adam Woitalla & Morgan Woitalla 
Ushers: Allen Woitalla & LeRoy Woitalla 
E. Minister (Choir): Doug Knopik 
Rosary: Gloria Woitalla 
 

CHURCH CLEANERS: Cindy Olson, Gwen Gross, Joanne 
Gross, Janet Hanneken, Stacy Herold & Bernie Hoffman 
 

HOLY NAME HAM BINGO: March 30th at 1:00 p.m. in the 
church basement. $7/bingo card for 20 games. Lunch to follow.  
 

HOLY CROSS WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP: 
*Saturday, March 22nd: Adult env. $1,086.00, Adult loose 
$81.00, Children env. $11.00, Children loose $0.00. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Mass attendance March 22nd Saturday: 109 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
29482 243rd Street 
Pierz, MN 56364 

Phone: 320-360-9720 
E-mail: ltthesing@hotmail.com 

Website: www.Hardingchurch.org 

ST. JOHN NEPOMUK 
28520 Church St., PO BOX 38 

Lastrup, MN 56344 
Phone: 320-360-9720 

E-mail: ltthesing@hotmail.com  
Website: www.stjohnlastrup.org 

 

 

ACC Faith Study Groups 
 

*Bible Study: Thursdays at 9 a.m. is fellowship, begin at 9:30 
a.m. Call Joy at 320-630-9130. 
*The Tuesday Adult Faith study group meets on Tuesdays at 
3:00 in the parish office. We use videos, a study guide and 
discussion. Call Hilde Flicker with questions 320-468-2649. 
*Man Accountability: Men of all parishes, give us the honors of 
joining us on Saturdays from 6:45-8AM at the Pierz parish 
office for Gospel prayer, Acts 2:42, and accountability. Iron 
sharpens iron! Questions/reminders please text/call Mark 
Loidolt, 701-388-2323. 
*Women's Group meets on Saturday mornings from 8:15-9:30 
a.m. We'll meet in St. Joseph's church at 8:15 to pray a rosary 
followed by discussion in the parish office until 9:30. All women 
are welcome! Call or text Cari Stumpf with any questions, 320-
761-6336. 
*The Sunday Night Adult Education Group meets on Sunday 
night at 7PM in the Pierz parish office meeting room. We watch 
a short video on a variety of Catholic topics followed by a 
discussion. For more information, call Al Pekarek at 468-0220. 

Enter 56364 & select Father Francis Xavier Pierz 

Having trouble logging into or getting 
Formed? There's help available! Please 
reach out to Jessica Meyer via text or 

call at 320.420.3900 for technical 
assistance or to schedule a time to meet. 



*FRIDAY, APRIL 4 at 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross: 
Servers: William Stangl, Logan Brisk, and Maddy Kahl 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 6 at 8:00 a.m. 
Lector: Nathan Gruber 
E. Ministers: Janice Janson & Cindy Scholl 
Servers: Nathan Posch & Jake Posch 
 

Ushers for April: Brian Stangl, Gregg Stangl & Roger Janson 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Adoration Friday night, April 4 
at 6pm followed by Stations at 7pm at St. Michael’s Buckman. 
 

CM/W MEETING: The next CM/W meeting will be Thursday, 
April 3rd at 6:30 p.m. at the parish center. Groups 1/2 to bring 
bars and serve refreshments  
 

PRAYER LINE: If you are in need of prayers, please call Mary 
Brenny at 320-393-2781 or Mary Malinowski at 320-223-9783. 
 

ST. MICHAEL WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP (March 23rd) 
Adult      $ 3,540.00 
High School           $        1.00 
Grade School          $      19.00 
Plate      $    180.00 
                               $ 3,740.00 

February Electronic Contributions: $970.00 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Mass attendance March 23rd Sunday: 276 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 6 at 10:00 a.m. 
Lector: Gwen Gruber 
E. Ministers: Kerri Kasper, Michelle Litke & David Stumpf 
Servers: Tyler Kimman & Logan Kimman 
Sacristan: Pat Hartmann 
 

Ushers for April: Jon Stumpf (Lead), Robbie Becker, Gerard 
Kimman & Jason Sadlovsky 
 

MEMORIAL FLOWERS FOR EASTER: If anyone would like 
to donate money for flowers in memorial of someone who has 
passed, place envelope in the collection basket with name(s) of 
persons in memory of, your name and your phone number.  
 

BUS GARAGE: After many years of discussion between the 
Finance Council and Parish Committee, it has been decided that 
the old bus garage is going to be removed from the south 
parking lot. The garage is obsolete and is badly in need of a new 
roof and other repairs exceeding $30,000. Removing this fixture 
will increase parking spaces and also improve the view of our 
beautiful church entering from the south parking lot. This will 
be done at no cost to St. Joseph’s Parish due to an anonymous 
donor. Plans to replace with a new building located near the 
north parking lot, in the near future, have been discussed. 
 

PIERZ CM/W SALAD SUPPER: Wednesday, April 9 at 6 p.m. 
at St. Joseph's Church basement. Please join us for fellowship, 
food and to pray the Rosary afterward. There will be no formal 
meeting, but we will recognize all 40-Year members. Mark your 
calendars and bring a potluck item to share.   
 

ST JOSEPHS QUILT CIRCLE: We will be quilting (tying and 
stitching) on Monday, March 31st at 1 p.m. and Thursday, 
April 3rd at 9 a.m. 
 

ST. JOSEPH WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP (March 23rd) 
Adult      $ 4,826.10 
High School            $        9.00 
Grade School           $      19.00 

                           Plate       $    199.00 
                                 $ 5,053.10 

February Electronic Contributions: $3,165.00 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Mass attendance March 19th Confirmation: 569 
Mass attendance March 23rd Sunday: 301 

 

BUILDING & MAINTENANCE RAFFLE & DINNER: Friday, 
April 25 at Pierz Ballroom. Raffle Tickets are $100 each, grand 
prize is $10,000. Raffle & Dinner tickets are available at the 
parish office. There are currently only 70 dinner tickets left, and 
they will be sold until Palm Sunday ($25).  
*Raffle Progress So Far: The graph on the left will be updated 
as we go. Our goal for the Building & Maintenance Raffle is 
$100,000. The first $30,000 worth of raffle tickets sold goes to 
cover the cost of the prizes and anything over that will be profit. 

 
 

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
9251 Hwy 25, P.O. Box 428 

Pierz, MN 56364 
Phone: 320-468-6033 

E-mail: stjoes@midco.net 
Website: www.stjosephs-stmichaels.org 

ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH 
68 Main St N, P.O. Box 428 

Pierz, MN 56364 
Phone: 320-468-6033 

E-mail: stjoes@midco.net 
Website: www.stjosephs-stmichaels.org 

$30,000 

$12,600 

Total:
$100,000 

St. Joseph's Building & 
Maintenance Raffle Progess

Tickets Sold: 426 out of 1,000

Cost of Prizes Profit so Far Total Goal

*The funds raised from the Building & Maintenance Raffle will 
be used towards the immediate needs of the furnace and organ 
repairs. Additional donations can be made towards these funds 

by writing a check payable to St. Joseph’s Church and putting 
where you would like your donation to be applied in the memo. 

Thank you all so much for supporting our parish! 



GENERAL NEWS 
 

KC Breakfast Fundraiser For Steubenville: The Knights of 
Columbus will be hosting a Breakfast fundraiser for the students 
from our ACC going to the Steubenville retreat this summer! 
Breakfast will be Sunday, March 30th from 8 AM 11:45 AM at 
the St. Joseph Church Basement. Free will offering/donations! 
You’re invited! 
 

MASS SERVER APPRECIATION PARTY: The Knights of 
Columbus is sponsoring a party for all Mass servers in our ACC 
on Wednesday, April 2nd from 3:30 to 5:00pm at Pierz Bowling 
Center. Bowling games, shoe rental and food all provided. 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR NATION PRAYER SERVICE: Please 
join us on Friday, April 4th at 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph’s Church to 
pray for our nation. Everyone is welcome to join! 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: You are invited to spend time 
with Our Lord in Eucharistic Adoration. Where: St. Joseph’s 
Church, Pierz. When: Every Friday, anytime between 10:00 
a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Call Jan at 320-468-2578 or Hilde at 320-
468-2649 for more information or to sign up as a regular adorer 
or as a substitute. 
 

BABY ITEM DRIVE: Want to GIVE to a great cause this 
Lent? Join our ACC in supporting the cause of ‘Cornerstone- 
Options for Women’! Cornerstone is a pregnancy resource 
center whose mission it is to guide and supplement the needs of 
expectant mothers in central Minnesota. Our Men’s 
Accountability Group is hosting a drive to collect as many 
needed items as possible- we want to FILL A VAN with new 
diapers, wipes, formula, bottles etc. They can also accept select 
gently used clothing Items. The full list can be found 
at cornerstoneoptions.com. Donations can be brought to the St. 
Joseph’s Parish office. We will collect items now through April 
1st. THANK YOU! 
 

GARAGE DOORS FOR SALE: There will be 2 white garage 
doors with openers available to purchase, 12ft wide, 10ft high. 
Questions, call Rob Becker at 320-360-2178. 
 

NFP - First Instruction in the Billings Ovulation Method:  
Little Falls April 1 at 7:30 p.m. at the NFP Office in the Unity 
Specialty Center of St. Gabriel’s Hospital. For more info, 
contact Mary Bontjes at (320) 631-5660 
bontjesmary@yahoo.com. For additional teaching sites (320) 
258-7609, or https://stcdio.org/natural-family-planning/. 
 

JOURNEY TO CALVARY BUS TRIP: Everyone is invited to 
go see a live performance of a Journey to Calvary at St. Francis 
of Assisi in St. Francis on Friday, April 11, 2025. Our local ACC 
Parishes are excited to provide a free motorcoach shuttle from 
all 4 parishes. Prior to the performance, we will enjoy a 
delicious Fish Fry Dinner at St. Mary’s Church in Upsala. The 
play and bus ride are free. The fish fry is $18 for adults and $8 
for children. Registration deadline March 30. Transportation 
is kindly provided courtesy of Trobec’s Bus Service and Tim & 
Dee Schubert. Questions, call or text 218-851-9054. 
  

THE VEIL OF VERONICA: A holy relic presentation by Vicky 
Gruba, at the Women’s Eastern Deanery Mtg., Saturday, April 
12th, at St. Louis Bertrand Church, 187 S. 1st St., S.E., Foreston, 
MN (just east of Foley). Meeting with morning refreshments at 
9:30a.m.; Presentation from 10 – 11a.m. Join us! Text/ email to 
Nita Hayes @ 320-630-0388 or nitahayes@live.com.  

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: Sunday, April 27 is Divine Mercy 
Sunday. St. Michael’s Church will have Adoration, prayers, and 
Confessions from 1-4 PM. Regarding the graces of Divine 
Mercy Sunday, Jesus told St. Faustina, "The soul that will go to 
Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete 
forgiveness of sins and punishment" (699) 
 

WALK TO MARY: Spots filling fast, book today!! May 2-4, 
2025. We will be visiting the National Shrines of Our Lady of 
Champion and Our Lady of Guadalupe. This will be a coach bus 
trip through Gary Block Tours. See flyers at church entrances 
for more information.  
 

2025 MN FoodShare Campaign: The Pierz Area Food Shelf 
staff thanks you for your support of food and/or money to the 
March FoodShare Campaign. Continued support throughout the 
year is gratefully appreciated not only during the month of 
March but throughout the whole year. God bless you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Father Pierz 
School of Religion 

 
320-468-2640 

*Wed, April 2 – JH Dodgeball & Game Night 6:00-7:30 
(Adoration 5:00-6:00pm)  
*Wed, April 9 – SH March 4 Life at Planned 
Parenthood/Buffalo Wild wings 5:30pm-9:00pm  
*Thurs, April 10 – SH Dinner @ Green Mill & Chrism 
Mass @ Cathedral 5:15pm-9:30pm 
TEC RETREAT in LF – April 11-13 www.cmtec.org 



 
80 Edward Street South, Pierz MN 56364, 320-468-6446 

*CARNIVAL THANK YOU Thank you to everyone who helped make this year's Holy Trinity Carnival a great success! Final totals 
will be announced soon. A special thank you to RJ's Meats for generously donating all of the meat for the food stand and 
meat raffle, to Christopher Mayer for donating his time and sound system equipment, and to Ted and Yvonne Boser with 
Shooting Sports for their tremendous support with the gun raffle. We also extend our deepest gratitude to Allison Posch and 
Krissy Millner for chairing the carnival for the past 9 years, and to Melissa Woitalla and Sara Carmona for working alongside 
them this year in preparation to take over next year. Your dedication and willingness to step up in a big way are truly 
appreciated! Additionally, we would like to thank all of the individuals, businesses, and organizations that generously 
sponsored the Grand Raffle. Your support plays a vital role in making this event such a success. Finally, thank you to everyone 
who came out to show their support. Your participation and enthusiasm make this event so special! 
*NEW FAMILY/STUDENT ENROLLMENT- We are accepting applications for admission for the 2025-26 school year. If you 
know of any families considering a Catholic education, please share this link with 
them. https://forms.gle/Jj3VEUPdB5dV9ubt8 After they complete this short application, we will reach out to the family to 
answer any questions they may have before completing registration. 
*COFFEE- Regular (ground or bean) $13.00, in French, Dark, or Medium Roast. Decaf (ground or bean) $14.00. 
*CAPITAL CAMPAIGN- Holy Trinity is making some improvements to their building this spring and we need your help to 
complete it all at one time! Please visit our campaign website at https://www.holytrinitypierz.org/capitalcampaign or scan the 
QR code to find out more! Brochures will also be available in the entryway of all 4 parishes. Please prayerfully consider a 
contribution to help us reach our goal. Together we are building a foundation rooted in Christ in our community. 

FEBRUARY RAFFLE CALENDAR WINNERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


