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Fr. Aaron Nett, Pastor: 320-468-6033, frnett@midco.net 
Deacon Craig Korver: ckorver@molschool.org 
Deacon Leo Wehseler: leowehseler@gmail.com 
St. John/Holy Cross Office: 320-360-9720, ltthesing@hotmail.com 
St. Joseph/St. Michael Office: 320-468-6033, stjoes@midco.net 

FEBRUARY 4, 2024 
5th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
 

TUESDAY 
   7:00 p.m. – St. John Nepomuk Lastrup 
WEDNESDAY 
   8:00 a.m. – Holy Cross Harding 
THURSDAY 
   7:00 a.m. – St. Michael’s Buckman 
FRIDAY 
   8:30 a.m. – St. Joseph’s Pierz 
SATURDAY 
   4:00 p.m. – St. John Nepomuk Lastrup 
   6:00 p.m. – Holy Cross Harding  
SUNDAY 
   8:00 a.m. – St. Michael’s Buckman 
   10:00 a.m. – St. Joseph’s Pierz 
 

**See inside cover for any changes for the upcoming week 

 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
 

SATURDAY: 3:30 p.m. St John Nepomuk Lastrup 
SUNDAY: 7:30 a.m. St. Michael’s Buckman 
*Confessions 30 minutes before each weekday Mass and by appt. 
*First Weekend of the Month: After 6 p.m. Mass at Holy Cross 
Harding and after 10 a.m. Mass at St Joseph’s Pierz 
 

FATHER FRANCIS XAVIER PIERZ 
AREA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 



“Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the most tender of friends with souls who seek to 

please Him. His goodness knows how to proportion itself to the smallest of His 

creatures as to the greatest of them. Be not afraid then in your solitary conversations, 

to tell Him of your miseries, fears, worries, of those who are dear to you, of your 

projects, and of your hopes. Do so with confidence and with an open heart.”  

– St. Damien of Molokai 

 
 

Last week was Catholic Schools Week. It was a fun-filled week, where the students celebrated being 
united in faith and community. Thank you to the parishes of Holy Cross, St. John Nepomuk, St. Michael, and 
St. Joseph for your continuous support in helping us to nurture the faith of our children. By living our 
Catholic values and actively participating in their spiritual development, we contribute to shape future 
generations committed to the journey of sainthood.  

We all have a desire in our hearts for our Lord. I see that yearning in children at a very young age. It 
amazes me the experiences and encounters that our children have with Jesus during adoration and prayer. 
When I was teaching second grade at Holy Trinity, my students shared their experiences during adoration, 
and they were beautiful! Some of the most beautiful prayers I have heard have come from children as they 
have had the opportunity to pray together at school.  

God wants to be a part of our lives everyday. Society loves to keep us busy and wants us to believe that we need to 
always have something occupying our mind. I see the effects of this in children that struggle to sit quietly or to take a short break 
if they finish an assignment early. Adults (myself included) struggle with sitting in silence as well; especially if we have a phone 
in our back pocket. I think one of the most beautiful ways that we can teach children to be still and sit with the Lord is through 
adoration and attending mass. We are created to have a yearning for our Heavenly Father and when we prioritize Him first, 
everything else that we do will make more sense. This is a part of our mission at Holy Trinity school. We strive to teach children 
to grow in their love for the Lord through time spent with Him throughout the day in prayer, journaling and adoration. Thank you 
to all who help our children to grow in their relationship with Jesus!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 6 – FEBRUARY 11 

 

Tuesday, February 6 
7:00 p.m. Lastrup            +Larry Zilka 
Wednesday, February 7 
8:00 a.m. Harding            For the People of the Parishes 
7-8 p.m. Buckman           Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursday, February 8 (Note Mass Time Change in Buckman) 
7:00 a.m. Buckman       +Charles Lochner 
10:00 a.m. Villa               +Mary Austin 
Friday, February 9 – HT School Mass: Ms. Cherne’s 5th Grade Class 
8:30 a.m. Pierz                +Jason Preimesberger 
3-5:00 p.m. Pierz             Eucharistic Adoration 
Saturday, February 10 

4:00 p.m. Lastrup            +Evelyn & Virgil Ortman 
6:00 p.m. Harding           +Lee Ann Pulak 
Sunday, February 11 
8:00 a.m. Buckman         +Roy Gall 
10:00 a.m. Pierz              +Nathan Winscher 

A MESSAGE FROM MICHELLE LITKE, HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
St Joseph Pierz – Fridays 3-6 p.m. 
St. Michael Buckman – Wednesdays 7-8 p.m. and the 2nd                           
Wednesday of each month from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Holy Cross Harding – Adoration chapel always open 

*Emergency Contact: If you have an 
emergency and need a priest, please call 
Teresa at 320-360-9720. 

*Bulletin Announcement Deadline: The 
deadline for submissions of bulletin 
announcements is Mondays at 3 p.m. 
You can email stjoes@midco.net, mail 
PO Box 428, Pierz MN 56364, or call 
320-468-6033. 

*If you are seeking information on 
baptism, marriage, or RCIA preparation 
or would like to sign up as a new member 
of the parish, please call 320-468-6033 
(Pierz and Buckman) or 320-360-9720 
(Lastrup & Harding). 

Pierz & Buckman Office Hours: 
Located in Pierz. Mon, Tue, Thurs. 8:30 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. Fridays closed. 
Lastrup & Harding Office Hours:  
Call 320-360-9720 
 
*Contribution Envelopes can be put into 
any of our 4 area parishes’ collections or 
the drop box in the entryway of the Pierz 
parish office and we will make sure they 
get to the correct parish. Thank you! 
 

*Going forward the weekday Mass in 
Buckman will be at 7:00 a.m. in order 
to accommodate the schedules of 
students and working people. 

 *Note: Adoration in Pierz on Friday, 
February 9th will be from 3-5p.m. to 
accommodate a marriage blessing.  
 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 at 4:00 p.m. 
Lector: Mark Loidolt 
Server: Zach Gall 
Ushers: Jonathan Welle & Alan Welle 
E. Minister (Choir): Lisa Meyer 
 

BAR BINGO NEWS: Come to the Fisch House in Lastrup to 
play bingo every Monday evening at 5:30 p.m. Please come and 
join us for a fun evening. The jackpot numbers will be posted 
online and at the Fisch House and also on their Facebook page. 
St. John’s gaming #02115. 
 

MEAT RAFFLE: We now have a meat raffle at the Fisch House 
every Sunday at 5:00 PM. Please join us for some fun and try 
and win some meat. St. John’s Gaming #02115. 
 

ST. JOHN NEPOMUK WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP: 
*Saturday, January 27th: Adult env. $543.00, Adult loose 
$182.00, Children env. $2.00, Children loose $35.00. 
Mass attendance: 183 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 at 6:00 p.m. 
Lector: Doug Knopik 
Servers: Adam Woitalla and Elliott Carmona 
Ushers: Dave Skwira & Allen Stuckmeyer 
E. Minister (Choir): Leonard Thesing 
Rosary: Gloria Woitalla 
 

HOLY NAME MEETING: Thursday, February 8th at 8 p.m. 
 

CONRTIBUTION STATEMENTS: You can pick up your end 
of year tax statements at the back of the church. 
 

HOLY CROSS WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP:  
*Saturday, January 27th: Adult env. $785.00, Adult loose 
$145.00, Children env. $1.75, Children loose $14.00. 
Mass attendance: 134 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR LASTRUP & HARDING: Olivia 
Waldorf, Horst Hanneken, Pat (Rod) Boser, Jane Weiss, Alice 
Matlock, Kurt Lucking, Sally Lentner, Lois Woitalla, Rhys 
Boser, Glen Anderson, Carmen Britz, Doris Weiss, Mary Ann 
Schomer, Justin Lindgren, Eric Halbert, Aaron Boser, Karen 
Schommer, Ione Hoskins, Gerard Virnig, Serena Truskowski, 
Gina Virnig, Donny Schommer, Scott Bednar, Jerod Bursch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
29482 243rd Street 
Pierz, MN 56364 

Phone: 320-360-9720 
E-mail: ltthesing@hotmail.com 

Website: www.Hardingchurch.org 

ST. JOHN NEPOMUK 
28520 Church St., PO BOX 38 

Lastrup, MN 56344 
Phone: 320-360-9720 

E-mail: ltthesing@hotmail.com  
Website: www.stjohnlastrup.org 

 

ACC Faith Study Groups 
*Bible study is being offered every other Sunday evening for the young 
female youth (9th grade and older) of our ACC. This is held in the St 
Joseph Church basement at 7:00 pm. If you are interested in attending 
or have any questions, please call Jenny (320-360-6650), Kari (320-
412-6164), or Rebecca (320-360-7004).  
*Man Accountability: Men of all parishes, give us the honors of joining 
us on Saturdays from 6:45-8AM at the Pierz parish office for Gospel 
prayer, Acts 2:42, and accountability. Iron sharpens iron! 
Questions/reminders please text/call Mark Loidolt, 701-388-2323.  
*Women's Group meets on Saturday mornings from 8:15-9:30 
a.m. We'll meet in St. Joseph's church at 8:15 to pray a rosary 
followed by discussion in the parish office until 9:30. All women are 
welcome! Call or text Cari Stumpf with any questions, 320-761-6336. 
*The Sunday Night Adult Education Group meets on Sunday night at 
7PM in the Pierz parish office meeting room. We watch a short video 
on a variety of Catholic topics followed by a discussion. For more 
information, call Al Pekarek at 468-0220. 

       
 

This is Announcement Weekend for the 2024 Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal. Please take this opportunity to consider your gift and the 

many ministries that are only available through your generosity. Next 
week, you can make a gift with the envelope many of you will receive 

in the mail this week. Each dollar raised goes directly to ministries 
that support our Catholic faith and is not used for any other purpose. 

 



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 at 8:00 a.m. 
Lector: Randi Kranz 
Communion Ministers: Cindy Scholl & Donna Solinger 
Servers: Logan Brisk & William Dehler 
 

Ushers for Feb.: Mick Gruber, Frank Hoheisel & Steve Kahl 
 

CHOIR PRACTICE: Thursday, February 8th at 9:00 am.   
 

SCHEDULES AVAILABLE: Copies of the latest lector, 
eucharistic minister, and server schedule are printed off and 
located in the back of the church to take. Thank you all for your 
gift of serving St. Michael’s Church! 
 

WEEKDAY LECTOR: We are in need of a few people to 
volunteer to be on a lector schedule for the weekday Masses. If 
you are interested in helping out, please give the parish office a 
call at 468-6033. Thank you! 
 

ST. MICHAEL WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP (Jan 28) 
Adult      $ 3,819.00 
High School     $      38.00 
Elementary     $     46.50 
Plate      $    129.00 

  $ 4,032.50 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Mass attendance January 28th Sunday: 373 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 at 10:00 a.m. 

Lector: Keith Marshik 
E. Ministers: David Stumpf, Courtney Kroll & Beth Fischer 
Servers: Joelle & Brady Young 
Sacristans: Doris Thyen & Wanda Kapsner 
 

Ushers for February: Jim Gerwing (Lead), Steve Boser, Mike 
Stangl & Steve Maus 
 

AT PEACE WITH GOD: John Pohlkamp passed away on 
January 20th. A Mass of Christian Burial was held on 
Wednesday, January 24th at St. Joseph’s Church with burial in 
the parish cemetery. We extend our sympathy to the families 
and assure them of our prayerful support.  
 

ST. JOSEPHS QUILT CIRCLE: We will be quilting on 
Monday, February 5th at 1 p.m. and Thursday, February 8th at 9 
a.m. Come and go as is convenient for you. We are again 
asking for pieced quilt tops. Just a reminder we have kits done 
up with directions and ready to go for tops. Feel free to stop 
down and observe. We are always looking for new quilters. 
Questions call Eileen 360-2434 or Chris 630-0606. 
 

ST. JOSEPH WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP (Jan 28) 
Adult      $ 6,599.10 
High School     $      30.00 
Elementary     $      40.31 
Plate      $    538.80 

  $ 7,208.21 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Mass attendance January 28th Sunday: 378 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
9251 Hwy 25, P.O. Box 428 

Pierz, MN 56364 
Phone: 320-468-6033 

E-mail: stjoes@midco.net 
Website: www.stjosephs-stmichaels.org 

ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH 
68 Main St N, P.O. Box 428 

Pierz, MN 56364 
Phone: 320-468-6033 

E-mail: stjoes@midco.net 
Website: www.stjosephs-stmichaels.org 

Hello Father Francis Xavier Pierz Catholic Community, 

We're thrilled to announce our Catholic Fundraiser happening from 

Now to Divine Mercy Sunday April 7th! Together, let's support 9-12th 

graders to attend a Catholic Conference, Stuebenville, at the end of July 

and achieve something special. 

 ԶԷԸԹԺԻ Shop Catholic-Inspired Goodies: Explore our diverse selection of 

Sock Religious socks and faith-inspired stickers, and I would love to 

raise $5000 to support our youth. 

 ᖡᖢᖣ Spread the Word: Share the 

https://stores.inksoft.com/father_pierz_school_of_religion/shop/ho

me with friends and family to expand our reach. 

Why join our Catholic Fundraiser? 

 ┭┮┯┰ Making a Difference: 50% of profits go directly to our ministry, 

changing lives for the better. 

Join Now: 

https://stores.inksoft.com/father_pierz_school_of_religion/shop/ho

me  

For any questions, reach out to Julie Langer @ 

julieihmlanger@gmail.com or call 320-630-5927. Thank you for 

being part of our incredible community! 



GENERAL NEWS 
 

NOTES:  
*The weekday Mass in Buckman going forward will be at 7:00 
a.m. in order to accommodate the schedules of students and 
working people. 
 

SCAM WARNING: It has again been brought to our attention 
that there have been texts and emails claiming to be Fr. Aaron 
asking for a favor, to get gift cards, or to call him back. Please 
know that this is a scam, do not reply to these messages. If you 
are unsure if it is a scam, you can call the parish office at 468-
6033 and we will make sure it is not Fr. Aaron reaching out.  
 

FAMILY ROSARY NIGHT: Saturday, February 10th at 7:00 
p.m. at Chuck & Karen Gruber’s residence (24301 113th Street, 
Pierz MN 56364) Come for food, fellowship and praying the 
rosary. Anyone is invited! 
 

ALL DAY ADORATION: From 8 a.m.-6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
February 14th at St. Michael’s Church in Buckman. Call Patty at 
468-2487 with questions or to sign up. 
 

THANK YOU: Mary Kay and I would like to thank all of the 
kind folks from the four parishes and non-parishioners who 
have wished us well on our new adventure with the Lord, given 
us Christmas cards, thank-you cards, thank-you conversations 
and heart-felt prayers. Many people of the parishes will always 
have a special place in our hearts. The Lord has led us an 
apartment home in Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota and weather 
permitting, we plan to leave February 7th. We pray that God 
will bless the four parishes of the ACC. May the parishes, Mary 
Kay and I, by our actions, be pleasing in God’s eyes. May we 
abide, in God’s loving Spirit. ~~ Michael Pekar 
 

40-HOUR DEVOTION: There will be a 40 Hour Devotion held 
in Lent at St. Michael’s Church. The dates are March 8, 9, and 
10. We will start at 4 p.m. on Friday and conclude at 8 a.m. 
Sunday. 
 

QUILT BINGO: Sunday, 
February 4th, 2024, at 1 p.m. at 
the Holy Trinity School Gym in 

Pierz. Catholic United Financial Matching Grant Fundraiser. 
Sponsored by St. Joseph’s Church. Beautiful handmade quilts, 
free lunch, and door prizes. 
 

CENTRAL MN KOINONIA: A weekend Catholic retreat 
sponsored by the St Cloud Diocese designed for adults to help 
you on your faith journey. March 1-3, 2024, cost of the weekend 
is $70.00. www.centralmnkoinonia.org. 
 

DIOCESAN FESTIVAL OF FAMILIES: Please pray for the 
success of the Diocesan Festival of Families taking place next 
Sunday. May the families of our diocese grow closer to one 
another in faith and nurture their relationship with a loving God 
who accompanies them in their daily life. 
 

SOUP SUPPER: The Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls will host 
an all-you-can-eat Soup Supper on Sat., Feb. 10, 4:30-7 p.m., at 
St. Francis Convent, LFs. Homemade soups, fresh bread, bars 
and beverages. Adults–$12, Children 5-12–$5, Children under 
5–Free. Tickets available at the Franciscan Gift Shop and at the 
door. Proceeds from the Soup Supper benefit St. Francis Health 
& Wellness Center and Music Center. For more info 632-2981 
or info@fslf.org. 

LENTEN 40 DAYS FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN: February 14 to 
March 24, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. (Monday-Friday). The peaceful, 
prayerful vigil takes place on the public sidewalk in front of 
Planned Parenthood, 451 E. St. Germain. Join prayer group at 
site any time or to sign up www.40daysforlife.com/stcloud. For 
more info contact Judy at 320-453-7592, judy4life@meltel.net. 
 

Join the party! Parishioners are invited to celebrate the Grand 
Opening of the Catholic United Financial Center and Credit 
Union in downtown St. Cloud on Feb. 13th. A ribbon cutting 
ceremony begins at 11:15 a.m. and will include a light lunch, 
prize drawings and special guest, Bishop Patrick Neary. Free 
parking available. Catholic United Financial staff are 
celebrating the Grand Opening all week with treats, tours and 
special offers to anyone who stops by during business hours 
between Feb. 12-16. Located 120 10th Avenue North in St. 
Cloud. More info: www.catholicunitedcu.org or 877-871-8313. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
80 Edward St. N., Pierz MN 56364, 320-468-6446 

 

*HTCS CARNIVAL / COUNTRY STORE- Our annual carnival WILL NOT 
have a Country Store this year. Please do NOT bring items to HTCS for this. 

If you do have items to donate, please contact the staff at Father Pierz 
School of Religion at 320-468-2640 about donating to their garage sale. 
*COFFEE- Regular (ground or bean) $13.00, in French, Dark, or Medium 

Roast. Decaf (ground or bean) $14.00. 
 

Raffle Calendar Winners: 
1/28 $75 Kim Kruschek, 1/29 $35 Deacon Leo & Maggie Wehseler, 

1/30 $35 Mike & Marj Kahl, 1/31/2024 $35 Emily & Melissa Woitalla, 
2/1 $35 Erna Kowalzek, 2/2 $35 Ginny Seelen, 2/3 $35 Ryan Tretter 

 
 

 

Father Pierz 
School of Religion 

 
320-468-2640 

*Sunday, February 4th – Pierz Quilt 
Bingo at 1 p.m. 
*Wednesday, February 7th – SH Raffle 
Ticket Competition Night 6-8 p.m. 
(Adoration 5-6 p.m. Pierz Church) 
 

75 youth from FPSR braved the 
cold and went skiing and 

snowboarding at Powder Ridge 
on Sunday, January 21st! 

90 students from Holy Trinity participated in 
Catholic Schools Week Masses at our 4 area 

parishes last weekend 


